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who came to be called either agitators or agents. The result
was that the army soon had a council qualified to speak in its
name.
Parliament for a time maintained an unyielding attitude. At
first it seems to have contemplated meeting force with force:
independents were weeded carefully from the London militia
and only staunch prcsbytcrians left. A stronger support might
be found in the Scottish army, for which parliament was angling.
The basis of agreement with Scotland was laid when Charles
accepted the Newcastle propositions in a drastically altered form.
He consented to the establishment of presbyterianism for three
years and to a parliamentary control of the militia for ten. This
agreement made possible an alliance between the Scots and
presbyterians and cavaliers, which gave rise to the second civil
war and ultimately to the Restoration.1
Meanwhile parliament made one more attempt at disband-
ing the army, and ordered each infantry regiment to a separate
rendezvous, where the soldier was to take his choice between
service in Ireland and immediate discharge. The result was that
all the regiments, horse and foot alike, made for Newmarket, and
there the Solemn Engagement of the army was read to, and un-
animously approved by, the men* In it they declared that they
would not disband until they received such treatment as should
be thought satisfactory by a council consisting of the general
officers of the army and two commissioned officers and two
soldiers to be chosen for each regiment.2 Simultaneously Cornet
Joyce was sent by Cromwell with 500 horse to secure the king
and to stop his removal to Scotland or elsewhere, and thus pre-
vent his becoming the centre of resistance to the army- Joyce
seized the king and brought him to Newmarket.-1
The army was now in a stronger position: it had the king in
its hands, and it became marc unified after the rank and file
had expelled unpopular officers,4 It now embodied its political
programme, for the first time, in the Declaration of the Army.
Its signatories asserted that they were not *a mccr mercinary
army, hired to serve any arbitrary power of a state, but called
forth and conjured by the several declarations of parliament, to
the defense of our own and the peoples just rights and liberties**
Since they had enlisted in order to vindicate fundamental rights
1 Gardiner, op. cit., pp. 252~3»	* Rmhworth, pt. iv, vol. i. 510-1 a.
3 Ibid,, pp. 513-16.	* Gardiner, op, cit., p. 384.

